Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.115; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.1.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Data collection: COLLECT (Nonius, 1998 ); cell refinement: DENZO (Otwinowski & Minor, 1997) and COLLECT; data reduction: DENZO and COLLECT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 1999) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) and PLATON (Spek, 2009 
Comment
The molecule 3-pyridinepropionic acid (I) has been used as a ligand to make coordination polymers using Ag, Cu and Zn (Wang et al., 2006) . The crystal structure of the molecule itself has not been reported. The solid state packing involves forming chains of molecules, generated by hydrogen bonding interactions from the carboxylic acid H to the lone pair of the pyridine N atom. The chain, described using graph set notation (Bernstein et al., 1995) as C (8), is generated by the twofold screw axis inherent in the spacegroup P2 1 /c, and runs along the crystallographic b axis (See Fig 2) . Adjacent chains are stabilized by two C-H···O hydrogen bonds (See Table 1 ).
Experimental
Crystals where grown by slow evaporation at ambient conditions of a methanol solution of 3-pyridinepropionic acid.
Refinement
The C-bound H atoms were geometrically placed (C-H bond lengths of 0.95 (aromatic CH) and 0.99 (CH 2 ) Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). The O-bound H atom were geometrically placed and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O). Figures   Fig. 1 . View of (I) (50% probability displacement ellipsoids) 
Special details
Experimental. Numerical integration absorption corrections based on indexed crystal faces were applied using the XPREP routine (Bruker, 1999) 
